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AMENDED REQUEST FOil :EXTENSION OF TIME;
NOTlll'ICATION OF' TERMINATION OF' TRIAL

Sprint Corporation ("Sprint"), on behalfofits whoUy-owned subsidiary, the Carolina

Telephone and Telegraph Company ("Carolina"), hereby notifies the Commission ofits election to

dilCOl1tinue its video dialtone trial the Wake Forest, North Carolina area effective May 4,1997.

Sprint will also suspend efforts to become a franchised cable television provider in the Wake

Forest area and cease aU operations in this regard.

L INTRODUCTION AND PROCEDURAL HISTOllY

Carolina filed an application pursuant to Section 214 ofthe Communications Act of 1934,

u amended (the "Act"), for authority to conduct a technical and market trial ofvideo dialtone

services in portions ofWake Forest, North Carolina.1 Carolina proposed to test hybrid

fiber/coaxial facilities (the "System") for the provision ofvideo dialtone service for a period of

two years, ultimately passing approximately 1,000 homes and businesses. The Commission

granted Carolina's application, subject to certain conditions and requirements, which were

designed to protect the interests ofvideo programmers, video dialtone subscribers, and telephone

1 Application ofCarolina Tel. & Tel. Co., File No. W-P-C-6999, filed September 9, 1994.



ratepayers in December of 1994.Z The application wu araated for a two yeu period ii'Om the date

the system wu to become operational and service wu available to at least one end user. The

syItem became operational and service wu provided in October 1995.

On February 8, 1996, the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the "1996 Act") wu signed

into Iaw.3 The roles applicable to the provision ofcable aervicea by local exchanp companies

cbuged dramatically with the introduction ofthe 1996 Act. A.mona other thinga, the 1996 Act

repealed the telephone-cable cross-ownersbip restriction imposed by the Cable Communications

Policy Act of 1984 ("1984 Cable Act"), which generaJJy prohibited common carriers from

providing video programming directly to subscribers in their telephone service areas.4 The 1996

Act also repealed the Commission's "video dialtone" rules and policies, which had been

established to permit common carriers to participate in the video marketplace in a manner that

wu consistent with the statutory telephone-cable cross-ownenbip restriction.

In repealing the Commission's video dialtone rules and policies, the 1996 Act provided:

The Commission's reauJations and policies with respect to video dialtone
requirements issued in CC Docket No 87-266 ahaJJ ceue to be effective on the
date ofenactment of this Act. This paragraph IbaII not be construed to require the
termination ofany video-dialtone system that the Commission has approved before
the date ofenactment ofthis Act.'

2.1)0 Mette Qf'lhe Je1jatjm QfCemli.T..-AId T.....Cqpqy, File No.
W-P-C-6999, DA 94-1593, Adopted: December 23, 1994, ReleaICd: December 28,1994,
10 FCC Red. 1583, 1994 WL 719736 (F.e.e.)

3 Telecommunicatio Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-104, no Stat. 56, approved February 8, 1996.

4 Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984, Pub. L. No. 98-549, s 613(b) (codified at 47 u.s.e. s
533(b».

s 1996 Act Sect. 302(b)(3).
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By QrdII: ofJuly 23, 1996,' the Commiuion provided, IIIlORI other matters, that within ninety

days from August 8, 1996 (by November 6, 1996), all video dial tone OperatoR must effectuate a

tnnaition to one ofthe four options for providing video prosramming servicea u set forth in the

order.

By letter dated October 4, 1996, Sprint notified the Commiuion ofits intent to Ielect

(from the four options set forth under Section 6S 1) the provision ofservice pursuant to Title VI

ofthe Act. Preliminary discussions have been 0l18oins by Sprint in this regard with the Town of

Wake Forest, North Carolina (the "Town") and Wake County, North Carolina (the "County").

On November 1, 1996, Sprint filed a Request for Extension ofTime ("Request") to comply with

the Order. Specifically, Sprint requested an open-ended extension of time to comply with the

Commillion's Order and proposed to notify the Commission ofthe progress in completing the

transition and request a specific waiver period u more complete information becomes available.

This Request is now pending before the Commission.

Sprint hereby requests that its Request be modified so u to permit continued VDT trial

until May 4, 1997, after which date the trial will conclude. Approval ofsuch an extension will

give Sprint time to resolve contractual issues with program provideD and will give subscriben

time to acquire alternative video services before the trial ends.

H. DISCUSSION

The trial System currently serves approximately 600 residential customers in the Crenshaw

Manor, Deer Chase, Jones Dairy Farm, Olde Mill Stream, Wakefield and Whippoorwill Valley

subdivisions in the Wake Forest area. Cable programming is offered by Wireless Advantage, Inc.

, II tiro ¥or ofImplaMjeMp ofSectioD 302 oftbc; T"'••rie'i- Act of 1996, First 0r40r OIl

Jtcrnn,idsptim CS Docket No. 96-46, adopted July 22, 1996, rei. July 26, 1996.
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and National Telephone Sa'vice Company UDder the name Advaataae CIbIe TV (the "Video

lDformation Providers" or VIPs"). Intenctive game service via the Sega Channel i. oftRd by

Carolina.

AI noted above, in response to the 1996 Act and sublequent Commisaion Order, Sprint

proposed to convert the trial to a cable television franchise operating under Title VI of the Act, as

amended. However, at this time, Sprint has decided not to move the trial to a full busineu

operation and i. suspending all efforts to become a ftanchised cable television provider in the

Wake Forest area. Sprint is reviewing its current video strategy in light ofchanges in the market

place and in technology, along with associated costs, and is looking at all its options with a view

towards broadening its video strategies in the future.

Sprint bas developed a plan to help customers move to other video choices. In addition to

other auiatance, Sprint i. providing a period of sixty (60) days, bePming March 4, 1997, prior to

ceasing operation to afford trial customers the opportunity to seek alternative video services.

Sprint believes sixty days is required in order for end users to acquire alternative services before

the trial ends. This period also permits Sprint to comply with contractual termination notice

requirements. Contemporaneously with this filing, letters are being sent to inform video trial

customers, local franchising authorities, the VIPs and other interested parties ofSprint's decision

and its plan for handling the transition.
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BL CONCLUSION

Sprint hereby withdrawals its election u set forth in iUlett.- dated October 4, 1996,

amends its previously filed request and asks that its trial be allowed to continue until May 4, 1997.

llespectfuUy submitted,

SPRINT CORPORATION

BY~~~~
Jay C.1ceithIey V
1850 M Street N.W.
Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20036-5807
(202) 857-1030

Joaeph P. Cowin
P. O. Box 11315
Kansas City, MO 64112
(913) 624-8680

Its Attorneys

March 3, 1997
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Melinda L. Mills, hereby certify that I have on this 3" day of March, 1997,~
via U.S. Fim: Class Mail, postI&e prepaid, or Hand Delivery, a copy of the forepiDa
l6 Amended Request for Bxtallion of TIme; Notification ofTermination ofTrial- in the Matter
of ImpIemeDtation of section 302 of the TeIecommuaieationa Act of 1996, Open Video
Systems, CS Docket No. 96-46, filed this date with die Acdna SClcmary, Federal
Communications Commission, to the penons on the attached service list.



..... K....,··
CJIiiI( eo.-on c.ri« Bureau
, ....Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, :Room 500
Washington, DC 20554

Wilbur Thomas·
ITS
1919 M Street, NW, Room 246
Wuhington, DC 20554

M&ndith 1oRes, Chief!'
CIbIe s.w-Bureau
,..,Conmu1icaUons Commission
2033 M Street, NW - Room 918
Wuhinston, DC 20554

• Indicates Hand Delivery

T_~"·
Cbie( TnrDivilion
Pederal CoIDauIications Commiuion
1919 M Street, NW, Room 518
Wuhington, DC 20554

10el Ader*
BIIlcore
2101 L Street, NW, 6thPloor
Wuhiaatoa, OC 20037

BenGolant·
PecIenl ConanuDicationI Commiuion
2033 M Street, NW - Room 700
Washington, DC 20554


